THE CALIFORNIA BAR EXAMINATION

Over the years, the California bar examination has evolved to meet the professon’s
changes and challenges. This has meant a grester emphasis on testing practica skills and
knowledge of professond respongbility. But practicing law in Cdifornia requires more
than passing the bar. Applicants must obtain a specified score on anationdly
administered and graded professona responsbility exam, pay required fees and
successfully undergo amora character screening. [naddition, applicants must not be
reported as in arrears with child or family support payments.

Since July 1983, the Cdlifornia bar examination has consisted of three basic parts The
Multigtate Bar Examination (MBE), an essay portion congsting of Sx questions, and an
additiona written portion known as performance tests.

The MBE is a 200-item, multiple-choice test that measures an applicant’ s ability to
andyze legd issues arising from certain facts. The essay portion aso measures such
skills but does so in the form of six essay questions.

Performance tests go a step further. A performance test question measures an applicant’s
ability to use fundamentd lawyering skillsin aredigtic Stuaion. They test an applicant’s
ability to complete tasks that a beginning lawyer should be able to handle. Specificaly, a
performance test question requires applicants to (1) sort relevant facts from irrelevant
ones, (2) andyze satutory, case and administrative materiads for principles of law; (3)
consder ethica rules of practice; and (4) apply the law to the relevant facts in amanner
likely to resolve the dlient’s problem.

Applicants must dso pass a professiond responsibility examination administered by the
National Conference of Bar Examiners. This two-hour exam, cdled the Multistate
Professond Respongbility Examination, tests applicants on legd ethics and rules of
professond conduct. The exam is given in March, August and November of each year.

The Cdiforniabar examination is administered twice ayear, once in February and again
in July. The three-day test is conducted by the State Bar' s Office of Admissions and
Committee of Bar Examiners.

K eeping Score



Beginning with the February 1987 examination, the Committee of Bar Examiners
ingtituted a grading procedure designed to assure thet the difficulty of the examination
remains unchanged from test to test. A datidtical technique called “scding” converts
scores on the written section to the same scale of measurement as the multiple-choice-
based Multistate Bar Examination.

MBE accounts for 35 percent of the total possible score and the written sections account
for 65 percent. To pass the examination, gpplicants must achieve afind score of 1,440
points out of apossible 2,000. Applicants who do not pass the Cdifornia bar examination
may take it again as often asthey wish.

Qualifying for the Test

Unlike most other states, Cdiforniaadlows graduates from arange of law schools to take
the bar examination. Such schools include school s approved by the American Bar
Association, schools accredited by the state bar but not approved by the ABA and schools
that are not approved by the ABA nor accredited by the state bar. Correspondence law
schools are dso included. In addition, applicants who have not attended law school may
qudify for thetest if they trained in alaw office or judge' s chamber in accordance with
certain rules and procedures and meet certain additional requirements.

Out-of-state Attor neys

Some out- of-State lawyers who want to practice in Cdifornia may take the Attorneys
Examination, which is administered by the state bar’ s Office of Admissions and the
Committee of Bar Examiners. Thistest isheld in February and July of eech year, a the
sametime that law students take the genera bar examination. It isonly avalable to
lawyers who have been active bar membersin good standing in another United States
jurisdiction for at least four years immediately preceding filing the gpplication. Out-of-
date attorneys who do not meet those qudifications, and attorneys admitted in foreign
jurisdiction, mugt take the generd bar examination.

The Attorneys Examination includes the same essay test and written performance test
given to non-attorney applicants. Out- of- ate attorneys must aso achieve a specified
score on the nationdly administered professond responsbility examination that other
applicants take. However, the Attorneys Examination does not include the Multistate
Bar Examination, amultiple-choice test of legd andyticd kills, gven to other test
takers. To practice in Cdifornia, dl out-of-gate atorneys must successfully undergo a
mora character screening and areview of possible family or child support payments
arrears. They must also pay required fees.

History of the Examination
The nation’ sfirst bar examination was administered in 1763 in the colony of Delaware,

where aspiring attorneys took an ord test before ajudge. This method was adopted across
the country and continued for more than 100 years. Only in the late 19" century did many



overworked judges del egate the testing task to committees of atorneys. Eventudly, the
ord test gave way to awritten examination, which was introduced in Cdiforniain 1919.

For many years the Cdifornia examination consisted of essay questions only. In 1972,
the Multigate Bar Examination, with its multiple-choice format, was added. The MBE is
prepared and scored by the National Conference of Bar Examiners.

In 1975, Cdlifornia became the first state to introduce the Professional Respongbility
Examination -- atwo-hour test on legd ethics and rules of professonal conduct. In 1980,
the Multistate Professona Responsbility Examination, based on Cdifornia stest, was
introduced in some other states under the supervision of the Nationa Conference of Bar
Examiners. It is now used in 54 jurisdiction, including Cdifornia

In July 1983, Cdiforniainitiated performance test questions to measure how well
gpplicants perform certain practica skills associated with typical legd practice. Until
then, the bar examination had focused entirdy on testing law school graduates
knowledge of the law and their andytica abilities. The decision to include the written
performance tests came after a thorough review of the results of research studies
conducted in conjunction with the July 1980 bar examination. It indicated the tests
provided a ‘reliable means of measuring important lawyering skills that are not assessed
fully by thetraditiona essay and multiple-choice portions of the examination,” according
to the Committee of Bar Examiners,



